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IMPLICATIONS OF ROHINGYA REFUGEES CRISIS 

TANZEELA FATIMA* 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 

The Rohingya are often said to be the world's most persecuted minority. The Rohingya 

are a Muslim minority population living mainly in the state of Arakan, in Myanmar (Burma). 

They are an ethnic Muslim group in the majority Buddhist country and make up around one 

million of the total 50 million populations. The Rohingya is an ethnic minority group in 

Myanmar. Being denied citizenship, thousands of Rohingyas have crossed into neighboring 

Bangladesh, putting unbalanced pressure on its scarce resources.  

 

 

HISTORY 

 

The first Muslims to settle in Arakan were in the area by the 1400s CE. Many served in 

the court of the Buddhist King Narameikhla who ruled Arakan in the 1430s, and who welcomed 

Muslim advisers and courtiers into his capital. Arakan is on the western border of Burma, near 

what is now Bangladesh, and the later Arakanese kings modeled themselves after 

the Mughal emperors, even using Muslim titles for their military and court officials. In 1785, 

Buddhist Burmese from the south of the country conquered Arakan. They drove out or executed 

all of the Muslim Rohingya men they could find; some 35,000 of Arakan's people likely fled 

into Bengal, then part of the British Raj in India. As of 1826, the British took control of Arakan 

after the First Anglo-Burmese War (1824-26). When World War II broke out, Britain abandoned 

Arakan in the face of Japanese expansion into Southeast Asia. 

 

 

The Stateless and the State-to-State Relationship 
 

Rohingyas are bound to become more desperate and militant to safeguard their interests. 

The militancy of the Rohingya Solidarity Organization and the Arakan Rohingya Islamic Front is 

well known. Previously their activities were restricted to Myanmar but with series of pushes and 

no respite by way of seeking refuge in Bangladesh, it is quite likely that they would expand their 

operations well beyond the Arakan region and into Bangladesh. In fact, much of the militancy in 

refugee camps has been blamed on them. But that is not all. 

 

Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh 
 

Since 1991, Bangladesh has been the main country of refuge for members of the Muslim 

Rohingya minority in Burma's Arakan State, many thousands of whom have fled gross human 

rights violations perpetrated by the Burmese government. They cannot fulfill the social, 

economic, political and spiritual needs of the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh. The new arrivals 

that entered into Bangladesh after September 1992 are not recognized as UN refugees and are 

not accepted in refugee camps. Nearly 350,000 undocumented Rohingya refugees have entered 

into Bangladesh. In 2016 Rohingya militant group attacked border guard posts, killing nine 

soldiers.  
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Root Cause of Rohingya Refugees Crisis 
 

The root cause for their plight and the solution to their displacement lie in Myanmar. 

Religious based ethno-nationalism is a mind-set instilled by successive dictators in Myanmar. It 

has been used to maintain power by gaining the trust and support of the majority at the expense 

of minorities. Abuses of women the authorities are collecting Rohingya girls from the villages 

under the pretext of women development. There are reports of sexual violations on these girls.  
 

 

Implications of Rohingya Refugees Crisis 

 

UNHCR should continue to monitor and facilitate the repatriation of those refugees who 

wish to return. Refugees should be provided with full and impartial information about conditions 

in Arakan State prior to their return and should insist that the Burmese government guarantee the 

full reintegration of all returnees and protection of their rights. Under no circumstances should 

assistance be withheld as a method of camp management. No party should use denial of access to 

food or medical services as leverage against refugee families.  

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Rohingyas have become stateless within the state. The military regime has put up two 

options before the Rohingya people: either to accept a Barman melting pot and become 

Buddhist, or migration to alien lands.  
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